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Synopsis

A warm, intimate portrait of Jackie Robinson, America’s sports icon, told from the unique
perspective of a unique insider: his only daughter.Sharon Robinson shares memories of her famous
father in this warm loving biography of the man who broke the color barrier in baseball. Jackie
Robinson was an outstanding athlete, a devoted family man and a dedicated civil rights activist. The
author explores the fascinating circumstances surrounding Jackie Robinson’s breakthrough. She
also tells the off-the-field story of Robinson’s hard-won victories and the inspiring effect he had on
his family, his community. . . his country! Includes never-before-published letters by Jackie

Robinson, as well as photos from the Robinson family archives.
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Customer Reviews

Grade 4-7--In captivating words and pictures, Robinson chronicles the life of her legendary father.
She weaves historical events into the story of one of baseball’s greatest players, revealing how they
shaped his life. Her text, combined with numerous black-and-white archival and family photographs,
reproductions of newspaper headlines, magazine pages, and letters, illustrates Jackie Robinson’s
journey from childhood to the moment that he integrated major league baseball to his life as a
businessman and civil rights spokesperson. In addition to personal details, this intimate biographical

sketch and authentic glimpse into the life of a great African American provides information on the



post-Civil War world, race relations, and the struggle for civil rights. It will inspire readers and
enhance character-education units. Pair this first purchase with the author’s Jackie’s Nine: Jackie
Robinson’s Values to Live By (Scholastic, 2001).--Tracy Bell, Durham Public Schools, NC Copyright

A® Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

*Starred Review* Gr. 3-7. There are numerous biographies about Robinson available for young
people, but none have this book’s advantage of family intimacy. In a personal account, Robinson’s
daughter, Sharon, describes her father’s youth, his rise to become major-league baseball’s first
African American player, and his involvement in the civil rights movement. Sharon Robinson is an
education executive for major-league baseball, and she writes about the sport and her father’s life
with the same immediate familiarity. It's her seamless blend of history and family story, though, that
distinguishes this title. Through particular events in her father’s life, the author makes the realities of
a segregated society immediate: when her father first showed up for the Brooklyn Dodgers’ spring
training, for example, he was housed and fed separately from his white teammates. She also
includes photographs of racially motivated death threats sent to the Robinson home. Robinson’s
emphasis on her parents’ strong values reiterates some of the material in her previous title for
youth, Jackie’s Nine (2001), but her private view of her father's accomplishments, placed within the
context of American sports and social history, makes for absorbing reading. An excellent selection
of family and team photographs and other materials, including her parents’ love letters in their own
handwriting, illustrate this fine tribute. Gillian EngbergCopyright A© American Library Association.

All rights reserved

| enjoy the history o famous people.

Great book, | love the pictures, my daughter is reading this for her summer reading project, she is

11 years old and it keeps her interest.

| got a signed copy! It arrived quick in great condition. | also loved the book, teaching it to 5th

graders next week.

| ordered this as a gift for a friend, and it was not what | had in mind. | was looking for a biography,

not a coffee table book. | ened up returning it to the company for a refund.



My daughter needed this book for school and she really enjoyed it. It is not too difficult of a read.

Book is like news

Did the job.

This is a wonderful book written by a daughter about her father. The father happens to be Jackie
Robinson, an important man in baseball and in African-American history. She remains down to
Earth and describes the life the family led and how her father affected the family and history. Jackie
Robinson was a giant among men and knew what he was doing. It is a credit to Robinson that he
was able to make himself above reproach and acceptable to the white public. It had to be very
stressful to him and his family to try to be perfect but somehow he was able to make it. A very
moving story, simply told by a loving daughter.
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